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Obedient

And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you 
will destroy their name from under heaven; no one shall be 
able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. You 
shall burn the carved images of their gods with fi re; you shall 
not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for 
yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination 
to the Lord your God. (Deuteronomy 7:24-25)

God has given Moses specifi c instructions for conquering the 
giants in the land. In all of this, He also gives the people the incen-
tive for success. Th ere is no better motivational tool than to know 
that God is leading the armies to fi ght for you. Life is hard enough 
on your own without having your life and the lives of others be 
destroyed. God, in His infi nite mercies and grace, send specifi c 
commands to carry out for the Israelites to be successful in con-
quering the land of Canaan. Th e commands told the people that if 
they would follow the Lord God and look to Him for everything, 
then He will hand all the armies of your enemies and the land they 
possessed into the hands of Israel. Th e Lord God fulfi lls everything 
that He has promised.

God said that He would deliver your enemies in your hands 
and you will destroy their name from under heaven. Th e last state-
ment is very intentional and fi nal. He said that you will destroy 
even their name from under heaven. Th is means that even the 
mention of their names will be erased from the record of heaven. 
God is not just defeating and turning them over to Israel, He is 
destroying the enemies and erasing them from memory. A perma-
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nent destruction, wow! This is the God that stands and fights for us. 
Who stands and fights with us and has our backs and strengthens 
us when it is needed.

The conditions set by God are not difficult to accomplish, but 
for a people who were immersed in the pagan cultures of the day, 
it becomes a great challenge to overcome. He also tells them to not 
only destroy the carved images but to burn them with fire. God 
wants the people to witness that God is the only god and there are 
none mightier than He. Fire is visually symbolic of purification. 
When He tells them to burn the idols and carved images with fire, 
it is part of the purification of the people. It is final when they see 
their idols burned to dust and ashes. The temptation of wealth was 
and is a true problem not only for the Israelites but for anyone who 
acquires wealth when it is not God ordained. 

For example, in chapter seven of Joshua, it only took the sin of 
one person to bring defeat on the whole nation. Israel was not only 
defeated at Ai, but thirty-six men were truck down and the remain-
der of the three thousand soldiers were chased as far as Shebarim. 
Achan had charged into the city of Ai with the others. When he saw 
the royal robes, the gold and the silver, Achan coveted them and 
took them for himself and hid them in his tent in the ground. God 
told Joshua that all of Israel had sinned, but it was the sin of one 
man that caused their destruction. God was making a point. If you 
are going into the war with God, let Him call the commands and 
you follow them. It is simple. Achan learned a hard lesson, but he 
learned it with his life. The Israelites, by law, were ordered to stone 
him, his family, servants and anyone associated with him to death. 
He also ordered them to burn all his possessions to demonstrate 
to the people that they should be focusing and following the Lord 
God and no other gods. It is amazing to see the commitment in 
a people who experience the consequences of disobedience to the 
Lord God.

The message was received, as it should have been, with fear and 
trembling of the Lord God of Israel. The message was clear. If they 
follow the Lord God of Israel and follow his commands, then all the 
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things promised by Him will be fulfilled. If you choose your own 
path, then the consequences are death eternal. How does this help 
your perception of the battle for eternity? Can you be invincible? 
Yes! But only through obedience and faithfulness to the Lord God. 
He said that obedience is better than sacrifice. Sacrifice can be a 
one-time experience in some cases, but obedience must be your life.

God’s Promise to deliver and protect

No man shall be able to stand before you all the days 
of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will 
not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, 
for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:5-6)

When the Christian believer attempts to battle the darkness 
and evil of the world alone, they stumble and fall. Mostly, they will 
drift away from the Lord for assorted reasons and, more precisely, 
excuses. The beauty of the walk with the Lord is that He is merciful 
and forgiving even as we are running away from Him. The great-
est joy that is brought to the Lord Jesus is obedience. The whole 
notion of obedience brings with it the understanding that with it 
we can move mountains. That right! You are probably thinking, “I 
thought that if we had faith of a mustard seed then we could move 
mountains.” True. Jesus said that in His teachings to the disciples. 
But, consider this. Apart from obedience, faith is just belief. The 
faith in the fact that Jesus will accomplish what He said He would 
do and acting on it. This is the true idea behind obedience. We 
trust the Lord Jesus enough to act on what He says He will do, 
that is faith acting in obedience. Joshua had faith in the promise 
of God. He said that “No man shall be able to stand before you all 
the days of your life.” The Lord God has proven Himself time and 
again to His faithfulness to His Word. He will fulfill His promises, 
but in His time.

God had never given Joshua reason to doubt Him. He had 
been at Moses’ side the whole of his time with God and experienced 



4 The Invincible Obedient

God in person. Moses walked with God, but he was flawed, as all 
people are before a holy God. God is telling Joshua to trust Him 
in faith. He is calling him to lead the people of Israel in obedience 
to His call and His Word and He will deliver the nations into his 
hands. No man will stand before him, if he acts in obedience to the 
call of God. The next part of verse five reinforces the previous. He 
says that “I will not leave you nor forsake you.” This is the promise 
given to us today. Three thousand five hundred years later, after 
Joshua conquered Canaan by the hand of God, we have the same 
hand of God delivering us in the battles we face with the giants in 
our lives. We can be invincible in our obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and He will never leave us or forsake us. He will also lead us 
through our battle against the giants we face in life to victory. This 
should be words of comfort and strength for us all. We are not in 
the battle alone. The Creator of all things and the incarnate Word 
and Son of God is our power and strength. So, go into the battle 
with boldness, faith and confidence.

Only be strong and very courageous, that you may ob-
serve to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to 
the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book 
of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
(Joshua 1:7-8)

The life of the believer is a life of many battles. But, to win the 
war, you must fight one battle at a time with obedience and faith 
in the Lord Jesus and His commands. As the Apostle Paul says, we 
must stay the course and finish the race to reach the promised glory. 
The Lord God is telling Joshua and the people of Israel to have faith 
and trust in Him and observe His law and everything will be given 
to them as promised. This is a simple condition, but it is difficult 
for even those who witnessed God first hand. We look at the whole 
picture in the recliner at our homes in our comfortable translations 
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of the scripture and raise the question, “how can they be so dull? 
How can they not be faithful and obedient to God? He was there! 
They heard Him and saw what they could see. The statement in 
verse eight set in place the fulfillment of God’s promise to the 
people. He said that He would make their way prosperous. Even 
though they would not be allowed to take anything from some of 
the cities, in the end they would prosper. They would prosper as a 
nation in lands, as a people and spiritually. Following God’s law and 
acting in obedience to His commands, you will have good success.

Joshua knew that the Lord God would make good on His 
word to His people. So, Joshua had no problem with faith and 
obedience. It was the people. Imagine how difficult it would be to 
have over a million people agree on and stand behind one thing. In 
churches today, it is next to impossible to have two or more agree 
on anything, even though we are commanded to do it. Joshua was 
successful when he conquered Canaan, except for the incident at 
Ai with Achan. But, even that act of disobedience was a lesson 
learned for the people of Israel. They knew from that point forward 
that obedience made for a much greater success than disobedience. 
Every city that Joshua and the Israelites conquered, if they followed 
God’s plan they were successful. If they altered it in any way, their 
destruction was imminent. Is it possible to be an invincible obe-
dient follower of Jesus Christ? Absolutely! Is it easy to do? By no 
means! But, we are given the encouraging words found in the Book 
of Joshua to give us strength. We also stand strong because we an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9)

The Lord has commanded us to be strong and very courageous 
in the spiritual battles that confront us in our everyday lives. If 
we do not believe that spiritual warfare real, just look at the news 
and on the internet. Look in our own communities and the rise 
in crime. The end is near and we as Christians must take every 
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moment of our day seriously spiritually. Meditate even more in the 
Word of God, pray and seek the face of the Lord Jesus while He 
can be found. The amazing thing about God is that He is with us 
wherever we go. The end of verse nine is confirmation of this and 
should build our faith to serve our Lord in spirit and truth.

Found in approaching God in prayer

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through 
His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the width and length and depth and height— (Ephesians 
3:14-18)

The greatest defense we have in the war for our souls is prayer. 
Not just any flippant prayer but true spiritual prayer from the heart. 
If you know Paul’s history, you will note that he is a powerful man 
of God and that prayer is the cornerstone of his strength. Prayer 
is the strength in the relationship that we develop with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Notice the way he prays for the Ephesian church. 
He looks to the glory and majesty of the Lord God for strength. 
The Ephesian church during Paul’s time was strong and growing. 
Paul was very faithful in his obedience to the Lord and in many 
accounts, he was, it seemed, invincible. Despite persecution, Paul 
was faithful to fulfill every task the Lord Jesus Christ called him to 
do, regardless of the cost.

His prayer was for the people of God to be faithful and have 
the same confidence that he had in them and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. First, he prayed that they would be strengthened with might 
through the Holy Spirit active in their lives. Are we actively pur-
suing the power of God through obedience in the Lord? Next, he 
prayed that Christ would dwell in their hearts. This is something 


